
Biography:
Born and raised on Cape Breton Island, I moved to 
Halifax in 1988 and spent six years waiting tables 
and attending Dalhousie University. Somehow in 
there, I managed to meet and marry my amazing 
wife, with whom I am happily marking twenty five 
years this summer.

After graduating Dal in ’94, I would spend the next 
10 years teaching in a variety of settings including 
a Northern First Nations Reserve, A 7-12 school in 
the Annapolis Valley, and the then new high school 
in Eskasoni, Cape Breton.

In 2005, I left Cape Breton once again and headed 
for Halifax. I got my permanent contract with 
HRSB at Millwood High in 2008.

Proven Leadership:
I first got involved in the NSTU as a school rep in 
2010 and was elected in 2012 to serve as the First 
Vice President, Economic Welfare for Halifax 
County. During this time, I was also heavily 
involved with the Educational Drama Association 
of Nova Scotia (EDANS), first attended Annual 
Council, and sat on two provincial committees; 
the Curriculum Committee and the PA/PR 
Committee. I also became involved at the National 
level with an organization called the Canadian 
Education Association, sitting on the editorial 
board of their publication, “Education Canada”. 
In 2016, I was elected Local President for Halifax 
County and have, in that role, chaired a number 
of regional committees. Finally, since 2012, I 
have been involved in bargaining for two regional 
agreements.

A Clear Vision:
The current state of our public education system, 
and what the future holds, is beyond concerning. 
Our system has been under almost constant 
attack for the past twenty-five years by those who 
would create a new model for our schools. This 
model would see buildings run as nothing more 
than businesses, would see principals becoming 
nothing more than managers, and would see our 
students become nothing more than products.

This new “educational reformation” has its roots 
deep in the ideals of neoliberalism, where com-
petition is considered the best way to improve, and 
where free market thinking reigns. 

It is now, more than ever, essential that we put 
ourselves in the best position to fight back. We are 
not simply up against a government. We are up 
against an ideology. We must adapt, and we must 
do so quickly

If we have any hope of reversing these trends, we 
must look forward and focus on three key areas:

1. Reframing the Narrative.
We need to think strategically, so that we are 
not just prepared to defend ourselves against the 
challenges, but to take the offensive. In short, 
we will need to know our enemy, and be able 
to lay out a plan for the next four years that 
will see educators driving the narrative around 
public education policy.

2. Political Action. This Liberal government 
won an election on an anti-union platform and 
has continued to promote neo-liberal reformist 
initiatives as solutions to perceived problems 
in our education system. We must, again, 
seize control of this narrative. Bill 72 was a 
tremendous blow, however, there are leverage 
points. We need to be able use them to our 
advantage to improve the working conditions 
for our members, and the learning conditions 
for our students.

3. Restructuring. We need to ask ourselves 
some very tough questions and look to our own 
vulnerabilities. What can we do to ensure that 
our structure is continuing to meet the needs 
of the membership in these trying times? Do 
we have the will to fix some of the problems 
(perceived or otherwise) as pointed out by our 
members? Do we have the capacity to respond 
quickly enough when issues arise? Finally, 
where are we vulnerable, and what actions are 
we willing to take on these issues?

A Strong Voice:
Since my first blog post in 2012, (A criticism 
of Paul W. Bennett I called “The worm in the 
apple”) I have written well over 100 articles, 
commentaries and columns on educational issues. 
These have appeared in local, provincial and 
national publications including The Cape Breton 
Post, The Chronicle Herald, and the Canadian 
Education Association magazine, Education 
Canada. These articles have run the gamut 
from defending teacher’s rights, to criticizing 
governments, to promoting the adoption of the 
four-day school week as a viable alternative to 
closing rural schools. 2015 saw the release of a 
self-published book “It’s a Blog’s Life”, and a 

second book on the current state of education in 
Nova Scotia is currently in the works with Formac 
publishing.

Along with this writing has come a considerable 
amount of public speaking about the relevant 
issues, and many appearances on both television 
and radio broadcasts. What I am probably most 
proud of, though, is that this experience has 
allowed me to branch out into the creation of 
Education East, a television show through EastLink 
TV. This production offers the opportunity for 
educators other than myself from across Nova 
Scotia to raise their voices and tell their own 
personal stories. 

Summary:
I am a city boy with decidedly rural roots. Since 
2012, I have been using every means at my 
disposal to fight for public education and to show 
that, for our system to survive, educators must be 
a priority. If you will allow me, I will continue 
to do so from the most prominent platform in the 
province.

I ask for your support on May 23rd.
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